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FloatPlanWizard Solo Boating Safety Series

Solo Boater Weather & Conditions Guide & Checklist
Use the full-route forecast and predetermined limits to make a conservative solo go/no-go decision.

Why this checklist matters
A solo operator has no one aboard to take over when conditions deteriorate or fatigue increases. Weather therefore deserves a larger
safety margin than the operator might choose with competent crew aboard.

Conditions you may comfortably handle with competent crew aboard may not be conditions you choose to handle alone. Check the full
planned route and time period, not only the conditions visible at the launch point.

This reference does not prescribe universal wind, wave, current, temperature, or visibility limits. Appropriate limits depend on the craft,
operator, route, experience, exposure, and actual conditions.

Conditions you may comfortably handle with competent crew aboard may not be conditions you choose
to handle alone.

What to think about
Review the complete weather picture

Review the current forecast, applicable advisories and warnings, wind and gusts, waves or seas, thunderstorm risk, visibility, fog, air
temperature, water temperature, and daylight. Add tides and currents wherever they affect the trip.

Use official NOAA/NWS information and other authoritative local sources. FPW Marine Weather can help organize weather review in
the trip-planning workflow, but no single display replaces operator judgment or current official warnings.

Consider the entire route

Conditions can differ between the launch, open water, a river reach, a shoreline exposed to wind, and the return leg. Consider how the
timing of the trip changes wind, current, tide, daylight, and exposure.

For paddlecraft, an offshore wind, current, tidal flow, or building waves can make the return much harder than the outbound leg. Larger
boats also face route-specific visibility, maneuvering, and fatigue demands.

Set turn-back limits before departure

Decide in advance which conditions would cause you to cancel, turn back, shorten the trip, or choose a protected alternative.
Predetermined limits reduce the influence of schedule pressure after the trip has started.

Key things to remember

- Check current official forecasts, advisories, and warnings.

- Evaluate conditions along the entire route and return period.

- Use craft-, operator-, and route-specific conservative limits.

- Decide what will trigger a turn-back or cancellation before leaving.
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Weather and environment checklist
Use this checklist before departure. Marking an item does not replace the operator's responsibility to confirm what is appropriate and
required for the actual vessel, activity, location, and conditions.

I checked the current marine or local forecast.

I checked applicable advisories and warnings.

I checked expected wind.

I checked expected gusts.

I checked waves or seas where applicable.

I checked thunderstorm risk.

I checked visibility and fog risk.

I checked tide where applicable.

I checked current where applicable.

I considered water temperature.

I considered air temperature and exposure.

I have enough daylight for the planned trip or am properly prepared for darkness.

Conditions along the entire planned route remain within my conservative solo limits.

I have decided in advance what conditions would cause me to turn back or cancel.

Related guidance
- Solo Boating Safety Guide

- FPW Marine Weather

- NOAA/NWS Marine Forecasts

Turn the checklist into a real trip plan
A checklist helps you remember the details. FloatPlanWizard helps you organize them into a float plan that can be created, sent to a
shore contact, shared, and automatically monitored during an active trip.

For solo boaters, FloatPlanWizard puts the information a shore contact may need into one organized workflow: vessel and operator
details, passengers when applicable, route, departure, destination, timing, shore contact, trip sharing, and supported scheduled
check-in information.

FloatPlanWizard is built specifically to make float-plan preparation, sharing, and automated trip monitoring practical for recreational
boaters - including people who boat alone.

Automated monitoring is not professional human monitoring. FloatPlanWizard does not guarantee live tracking, a current location, alert delivery, distress verification,
emergency-services contact, or rescue dispatch.

FloatPlanWizard.com Read the complete Solo Boating Safety Guide

Safety note: This guide provides general recreational-boating safety information and does not replace applicable laws, official safety guidance, training, seamanship,
or the judgment of the vessel operator. Requirements vary by vessel, activity, location, and jurisdiction.
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